Examining how complex terrain in the western United States
and the diurnal cycle drive deep convection during the
North American Monsoon season
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thermal low over desert areas
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J Convection starts to develop after solar noon over
higher terrain, peaking 9-12 hours after (10:39pm-
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Gulf of California Comrie (1997)
J The goal of the project is to understand the
characteristics of deep convection during the
North American Monsoon in SW Utah, including
the effects of the complex terrain and diurnal
cycle. A secondary goal is to understand the
efficiency of the NWS surveillance in complex
terrain.

V. Conclusions

- Topography and the diurnal cycle play major roles in the
_ development of deep convection in the southwestern
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